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On December 8, NEF awarded 11 teach-

ers and 12 projects in the district with 

Innovative Grants totaling $15,000.  

 

Twenty-four applications were received. 

The applica-

tions were  

reviewed by a 

panel of seven 

judges and 

then scored 

based on their 

innovation, 

how they ad-

dress curricu-

lum standards, 

their ability to 

be replicated, the number of students 

impacted and the goals for the outcome 

of the project. 

 

The top scores that fit within the 

$15,000 budget allocated were selected. 

Among the winners includes a 3D printer 

for the Media Center at the High School; 

special technology to assist visually im-

paired students at Cooke School and 

NHS; and pulse monitors to help physical 

education students at Silver Springs un-

derstand what it feels like to exercise at 

their target heart rate. To see the full list  

of winners, visit our website. You can 

also see a slideshow of the winners re-

ceiving their awards by clicking on the 

image to the 

left. 

 

The Northville 

Educational 

Foundation 

truly appreci-

ates these 

teachers who 

are willing to 

go above and 

beyond to 

bring extra programming into their class-

rooms so that their students can better 

experience what they are learning in 

textbooks.  

 

The projects will be implemented in the 

classrooms beginning second semester 

of this school year and will impact over 

4,500 students this year alone. Many of 

them will be able to be replicated year 

after year. 
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THANKS FOR 

GIVING  

UPDATE 
 

Your help is needed to 

reach our $100,000 

goal to support North-

ville schools this school 

year. We are still just  

under $35,000 shy of what 

we need to receive the full 

$50,000 matching gift from 

two anonymous donors.  

 

$25…$50…$100...any 

amount that you feel is 

meaningful and man-

ageable is appreciated 

and will go along way to-

ward reaching our goal. 

 

Hurry and donate  

today for a tax  

deduction in 2014.  
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CONGRATULTIONS TO OUR 12 INNOVATIVE 

GRANT WINNERS! 

http://www.northvilleedfoundation.org/Innovative-Grants.html
https://49451.thankyou4caring.org/
https://49451.thankyou4caring.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgmzlGiRyso&feature=youtu.be


As we head into the holiday break, we 

felt this article from sheknows.com was 

very timely. 

 

How To Keep Kids 

Off the Couch 

Over the Holiday 

Break 

By Michelle Borboa, MS 

 

Concern for your chil-

dren’s health can peak 

during the holiday 

break, when all they do is laze around 

worshipping the teen trinity of cell 

phone, keyboard and game controller, 

while grabbing bags of unhealthy snacks 

and slurping down 32-ounce soft drinks. 

With more than one-third of American 

children overweight, how on earth do 

you keep your kids off the couch and get 

them healthy and active during the holi-

day break -- and hopefully jump-start a 

healthier new year? We asked Dr. Sejal 

Shah, pediatrician at Miami’s Children’s 

Hospital and creator of teen weight loss 

program Power Play, to give us parents 

the skinny on holiday break health. Here 

are Dr. Shah’s 10 tips for keeping our 

kids active and at a 

healthy weight. 

 

"It sounds simple, but 

to keep kids healthy 

on break, you have to 

make it fun,"says Dr. 

Sejal Shah, creator of 

Power Play, the revo-

lutionary and first-of-

its kind doctor-supervised teen weight 

loss program available throughout the 

country. "If you demand your kids drop 

and do 20 pushups, it will backfire. It's 

got to feel like play, and more important-

ly, it's got to feel like their idea, not your 

idea." 

 

Read the full article here: http://

www.sheknows.com/health-and-

wellness/articles/849637/how-to-keep-

kids-off-the-couch-during-the-holiday-

break 
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With sincere appreciation for your 

friendship and good will, the Northville 

Educational Foundation would like to 

wish you and your family all the joys of 

this holiday season! 

http://www.sheknows.com/health-and-wellness/articles/849637/how-to-keep-kids-off-the-couch-during-the-holiday-break
http://www.sheknows.com/health-and-wellness/articles/849637/how-to-keep-kids-off-the-couch-during-the-holiday-break
http://www.sheknows.com/health-and-wellness/articles/849637/how-to-keep-kids-off-the-couch-during-the-holiday-break
http://www.sheknows.com/health-and-wellness/articles/849637/how-to-keep-kids-off-the-couch-during-the-holiday-break
http://www.sheknows.com/health-and-wellness/articles/849637/how-to-keep-kids-off-the-couch-during-the-holiday-break
https://49451.thankyou4caring.org/
http://northvilleedfoundationorg


George Fekaris is serving in his fourth 

year as a Board member of the Northville 

Educational Foundation. George came to 

the Northville Educational Foundation 

after Board President Eric Barritt  

approached him knowing that George’s 

legal background would be a great bene-

fit to the Foundation. 

 

George is a partner at the law firm  

Morello Law Group in Northville. He holds 

a J.D. from the University of Detroit 

School of Law and a BA 

in Business Administra-

tion from Michigan 

State University. He is a 

member of the Delta 

Theta Phi International 

Law Fraternity and a 

member of the State 

Bar of Michigan  

sections on Probate, 

Elder Law and Disability 

Rights, Real Estate and 

Family Law. George has 

been a frequent speak-

er for financial professionals, elder care 

providers and non-profit organizations. 

He has also been a member of the  

Livonia and Northville Chambers of  

Commerce.  

 

George has lived in Northville for 14 

years with his wife, Cleo, and their three 

children, a kindergartener and third 

grader at Ridge Wood Elementary, and a 

sixth grader at Hillside Middle School. 

George and Cleo have been actively sup-

portive of their children's schools as they 

understand that a strong public educa-

tional system is vital for a community. 

This is why George was honored to join 

the Northville Educational Foundation 

Board. 

 

While on the Board, George has been 

involved on NEF’s Fundraising Committee 

and now is a co-chair of the committee. 

He has helped coordinate Donor Appreci-

ation events and assists in raising aware-

ness of NEF, including attending City 

Council meetings and carrying the NEF 

banner with his family at the annual 

Fourth of July parade.  

 

During his time on the Board, George 

has been most proud of NEF’s granting 

of the funds needed to launch the Inter-

national Baccalaureate (IB) programs at 

the middle and high 

schools. NEF’s support was 

critical to starting this new 

program during a time 

when the Northville Public 

Schools had to make cuts 

to its annual budget. He is 

also proud of NEF’s sup-

port of The Leader In Me 

program at the elementary 

schools, the improvements 

NEF spearheaded at Tom 

Holzer Ford Field, and the 

capital improvements at 

Cooke School. Finally, he feels that NEF 

has been a valued partner of the North-

ville Public Schools in raising awareness 

of the quality of education at NPS, as 

well as the need for financial support for 

our schools from the community.  

 

George’s goals for NEF and the Northville 

Public Schools over the next few years is 

to increase parent participation in donat-

ing to NEF’s annual campaign. Knowing 

that the public school system can no 

longer rely solely on tax revenue, he 

feels parents and the entire community 

need to provide additional financial sup-

port to preserve the educational excel-

lence for which Northville is known. To 

that end, he hopes for NEF to be seen 

throughout the community as a key com-

ponent of maintaining Northville Public 

Schools’ high standards. 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE:  Monday, December 22 -  

Friday, January 2 

Winter Recess - No School 
 

January 15 

Hillside Choir Concert 
 

January 19 

Teacher Work Day - No 

School 
 

January 20 

Meads Mill Solo &  

Ensemble Recital Night 
 

January 20-23 

NHS Final Exams 
 

January 23 

End of First Semester 
 

February 16 

Mid-Winter Break - No 

School 
 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
Saturday, March 21 

8 pm - 12 am 

A Night For Northville 

…a special fundraiser to sup-

port the Northville Schools 

 

Wednesday, April 22 

All Day 

Powering Our Future:  

Education & Energy 

...an exciting STEM Fair for 

students 

(For more information on  

how your company can be 

involved, contact Jennifer at 

248.344.3503.) 

 

 

For a complete list of school 

events, visit: 

www.northvilleschools.org/

calendar 
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